The asymmetric unit of the title compound, {[Zn 2 (C 10 H 2 O 8 )-(H 2 O) 6 ]Á2H 2 O} n , contains two distinct Zn atoms joined by a bridging water molecule and two bridging carboxylate groups belonging to distinct halves of benzene-1,2,4,5-tetracarboxylate (tbec) tetraanionic ligands, both lying on crystallographic inversion centres. The structure of this new isopolymorphic one-dimensional coordination polymer features asymmetric bimetallic octahedral knots. O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds between water molecules and carboxylate O atoms help to consolidate the crystal packing.
Related literature
For background to 1,2,4,5,-benzenetetracarboxylate anions, see: Robl (1987) ; Wei et al. (1991) . For their use in constructing stable metal-organic frameworks, see: Du et al. (2007) ; Rochon & Massarweh (2000) ; Wang et al. (2007) ; Wen et al. (2007) ; Yang et al. (2003) . For a description of the Cambridge Structural Database, see: Allen (2002) .
Experimental
Crystal data [Zn 2 (C 10 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Symmetry codes: (i) x þ 1; y; z; (ii) Àx; Ày þ 1; Àz; (iii) x; y À 1; z; (iv) x À 1; y; z; (v) x þ 1; y þ 1; z; (vi) Àx þ 1; Ày þ 2; Àz þ 1; (vii) x; y þ 1; z.
Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2007 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2007) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: XP (Bruker, 2007) , ORTEP-3 for Windows (Farrugia, 1997) and Mercury (Macrae et al., 2006) ; software used to prepare material for publication: WingGX (Farrugia, 1999) , PARST (Nardelli, 1995) , enCIFer (Allen et al., 2004) and PLATON (Spek, 2009 (Allen, 2002) . The previous studies (Robl, 1987; Wei et al., 1991) were followed by others aimed at building stable metal-organic frameworks even exploiting hydrothermal conditions (Wen et al. 2007; Wang et al., 2007; Rochon & Massarweh 2000; Yang et al. 2003; Du et al. 2007 ). The polymorph presented here is obtained from a simple water solution containing the sodium dicarboxylate, zinc nitrate and melamine. The two metal centers of (I) display a skewed octahedral geometry ( 
Refinement
All hydrogen atoms were located in the difference map and refined in ideal positions with the 'riding and rigid model' technique. Temperature factors are always related to the parent atoms.
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